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Corpora and data driven learning

• Digitized naturally occurring texts, usually very large in size 
(millions of words).

• Processed automatically by a specific software.

• More reliable than personal intuitions about language (even if 
you are a native speaker).

• Can show trends invisible to the naked eye. 

• Present real usage based evidence about language.

• Basic corpus search functions are not complicated and may 
easily be integrated in language teaching and learning. 

3



Discovery learning 

• Asking a question

• Finding data

• Doing research to see how language is used

• Finding an answer 

• Testing the answer with more data

• Sharing the findings 

• Asking another question
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Old school
(Vocabulary Your Test. Book 1. 1991. Aura.)
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Language data

Collections of texts - corpora 

Digitalized books, newspapers, parliamentary debates, 
historical letters, etc.

Grammars

Termbanks 

Translation memories

Digital dictionaries

Multimedia recordings 

Tools used to analyse language 
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Research Infrastructures

“<...> are facilities that provide resources and services for 
research communities to conduct research and foster 
innovation.

They can be used beyond research e.g. for education or 
public services and they may be single-sited, distributed, or 
virtual.

They include

• major scientific equipment or sets of instruments
• collections, archives or scientific data
• computing systems and communication networks
• any other research and innovation infrastructure of a 

unique nature which is open to external users.” 
(European Research Infrastructures)
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CLARIN: Infrastructure for Humanities and 
Social Sciences
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https://www.clarin.eu/


How to access data at CLARIN? 

• Go to the CLARIN centre of a particular country. For 
example:
- CLARIN-LT
- CLARINO
- CLARIN-UK

• Search the Virtual Language Observatory

• Take a look at Resource families

• and other services
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https://clarin.vdu.lt/xmlui/?locale-attribute=lt
https://repo.clarino.uib.no/xmlui/
https://www.clarin.ac.uk/
https://www.clarin.eu/content/virtual-language-observatory-vlo
https://www.clarin.eu/resource-families
https://www.clarin.eu/content/services


How to work with the data?

• Find a corpus in your language of interest.
• Search for the key words.
• Analyse the results.
• Generalize. 
• Apply:

- exercise development, 
- homework assignments (e.g., exemplify 

rule X; find out how <...>), 
- discussion questions,
- examples illustrating theory,
- <...>
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Students as language researchers

• Which word is more frequent in spoken English: “excuse me” or 
“pardon”? (BNClab)

• Should I put comma before “but”? (BNC)

• Which preposition should be used ? (BNC)

• What are the synonyms for <...>? (WordNet)

• Should I say ‘do’ or ‘make’ homework? (SketchEngine)

• How does word meaning change in different contexts?Does the 
word ‘wave/banga’ have negative associations in certain context? 
(DLKT)

• How is Norway/Lithuania represented in UK newspapers? 
(WebCorp)
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http://corpora.lancs.ac.uk/bnclab/search
https://www.clarin.ac.uk/bnc
https://www.english-corpora.org/bnc/
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn
https://app.sketchengine.eu/#wordsketch?corpname=preloaded%2Fbawe2
http://tekstynas.vdu.lt/tekstynas/
http://www.webcorp.org.uk/live/
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Create and visualize your data. 
https://voyant-tools.org/
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https://voyant-tools.org/
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/european-research-infrastructures_en


Thank you!
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